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» EADING over many ancient hiſtories, it was ny chance es 3 9 
meet with th -s ſtory of an old woman who lived in the ＋ ö 


eſt, who took delight in ſtudying her fortune: when ſhe e 
ſelf full twenty years old, ſhe; thought her luck worſe than * 
me ho were married at fifteen or fixteen; hib much trou- © _ | 
& her mind ; but to prevent ai doubrs ſhe refolyed to uy 
ory ſhe had often heard her mother talk of, aud finding it 
ve ſhe reſolved to each other mai dens. On a time this old 1 
oman having newly huried her huſbend, was taking awalk - 4 
the fields, for the benefit of the ait, ſometimes thinking of 9 \ 
e lofs of her husbands, for ſhe had had three, yet had a meat- 5 
une for the fonmth. So it happened, as ſhe was walking a- : 
me, the eſpie / 2 young maid by a meadow-firdde, Good mor- 
* maid. ſaid the old w: man, how dg you de:? are not your 
en? Ves mother, lam very well, but ſomewhat troubied in 
we, What is it trothbl:s jou ſo much? if I can, Iwill will», 
holy relisve yo, thereſore : be not ahamed to tell the truth. 
it any th ng at great concern? ludeed mother feeing? you 
eme fo much, I will tell gou the truth: We U are three 
ent, che younget was ma: ried about a year ago, the middle- 
e erk, and I art; the eldeſt, and no man heeds me. 
ell daughter, if this he alf I believe 1 can aſſiſt 'thee. for 
gen I was ycung, IV as in the me condition, and with read+ 
be ſome, huftaries, found out the art to know him that - ſhovid;. A 
my àuſband, which, if thou vil keep thy counſel, IL am rea- 
ue tesch thee. Iwill truly, and it you will do ſo much for 
I chall thiak mytclf- much obliged to you, end if my 
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tune proves right; 1 will wake you a mende... N. 
Why then, I will +: you, inthe firſt place you muſt , pb 
; Apres's dy, which is the a iſt of January, and oa that d 
no man ſalute thee ; and at vight, before thou goeſt to bed, 
nt on the beit clean ſhift thou haſt, and when thou lieſt dawn 
thy right hand unger thy head, and ſay theſe worde, Nom 
k god of love lend me debres, then g2 lep as ſoon as poi< - 
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poſſible, and-you ſhall be ſure to dream of him who will by 
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your h«ſband, and you ſte him ſtand before you, and ma 


take notice of him and. fee hig complexion; and if he offer t ne gr: 
falute thee do not deny him, but ſl̃uẽ him as much favor | words 

thou canſt; but if he offers to be uncivil, be ſure hold your leg f a man 

| together. And now, N councii I have given ye bopes of 
de ſure to tell nobody ; ſo fue you well till ſee you again e my leav: 

| oY | | / te 3 and ſo 
I give you thanks for your advice but one thing more I barei.comncil. 

to ſay. What is your name.? and wheie do you live? | wills, not fx: 
dell you daughter, my name is Mother Bunch, and I live flag. An 

a place called 7 onadventure, Where if you come I will mak, Mother 
you welcome. IT | 2 | 3 . Res You A 

; r ieep . 

Now Mother Bunch havitg departed from the maid, (80 64! 

met 2nother pretty girl. Good morrow, Mother Burch. 

Gcod morrow, pretty maid, whither are you going this morn WL © 7 

ingt methinks you are very fine ti day, Fine, Mother Bunch 

— de but think ſo. Nay 1 cut diſcommend you ; fo E 

ha briſk young maid as you ſhonld go handfame, or you! 1 
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that is to ſay, take no one that has a red head; for be ſure h 


Wr 


never get a ſwerthear:, tho" you think the time long, No, nn 
mother, I am too y How old are you ? I ad Piehtren . 
then I know thou thinkeſt thou haſt ſtayed long enough, a 
wouldeſt 2s willingley have a huſband as another, Aye, MoS. 
ther Bunch, but good huſbands are hard to find eſpecially fe 
me, who have no skill in chuſing 3 or elſe may be, I would b BY | 
lad of a good hufb- nd. Be ſure take my advite in chuſing , T 
Dao = 
lor fo mn 
may prov 
not ima, 


Pet a ſmock ſo ell, thet he will ſcarce let his wife have 
ned one to her back ; nor a yellow hair as he is inclivahie t 
jellous ; nor a black man, for he is dogged. Aye, but! 


| ther, if I muſt not have yellow, black nor ted, what <olovif good tv" 


ſelf ; iti 


muſt I rake} Why, diaghter, I tell you, if he de jealous, Je 5 
gui play 


will be forced hy his ſpeaches to ma ke it good, for how can 


ng woman forbear what ſhe is always told of ? and beſurfÞerily. C 
de be jealous of thee, thou may'ſt as well be be ſo of him har 
Sor when es and thieves think ill of each other. But Weld Pig, 1 le: 
liatle, one thing more I have, to ſay to you, and that is; to tak d three} 

| notice. of thy ſweetheart, u hen they come a weeing to thee E vou this 
F mean of their civil behavour ; for if they fear, vow wn - 44714 
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will L 
d ma 


"4.3.2 


fer t make great proteſtations, then have a care of thyſelf, for 
vor wores breed diſſimulation; therefore have a care of fu 


ur leg 
en y 
ain 


I have 
I wil 
live 3 
mak 


e my leave of you giving you many thanks for your good ad- 
ke and ſo farewell, till I ſee you again, and intend to take 
v.council.. Another time 2 4 Bunch was in a little mea- 
e not far from er houſe on the 4oth of April, before ſun- ; 
kg. A handſome maid ſeeing her alone, came to her, and 
d, Mother Bunch, good morrow how de you do? pray what 
les you abroad fo early in the morning ? you ſeem to be in 
jeep . Daughter, you ſiy very true; I am ſtudying 
Wo tht 1 "Yy next tuſband 3. and if thou will bu! pleaſe to 
nee aile, thou ſhalt ſee 2 pretty art, which you never 
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Id, 
inch, 


morn Wo ech you huw to: know: your ſweet-heart, That | 
Buach Jet art indeed, zud I fhoutd be glad to know it. We 
u ; fol rk! 4-ughter, is got yon the cuckoa finging? Yes 
r v0 136 hot heard ler fing this year bebte now. Then 
No, "8 F EY me, but hold, are you faſting? Ves. 
ightrenf n Kd you? No. Then fit vou down by me. 
gb, and op. (Qis mad 3 what a life ſhe leads; Ithiok. the 
ye, Mo a” matter pat off thy right ſhoe and ſtocking, 
ally fol N -A SI Wperween thy great toe and the next. Now, 
ould b GE EP is hair is a long one; look well at it what color 
chufing : it is realy yettow, The ſame eolor will be your 


ſure h Ned, hair, But Mother Bunch, I do not matter che 


e have 


valle y prove ſurly enough, avd perhaps make you de as you 
bm! hot imagine. Lou muſt give bim good words, and give 
colon good tvrn for another, but as to this, hau muſt keep it to 
ous; pe elf ; it is an ill bird that biſhits its ou neſt; kiſs and tell 
ow can Wiovl play. Mother Buuch you make me ſmile. you talk. fo 
0 beſufWorily. Come daughter, it is no great matter; me. xy talk 
of him es no ham, but drives the time away ; but as for the deed , 
held Ng, I leave that to yourſeit, But hark ! daughter, I have 
1 to takÞd three buſbands myſelf, and I think'to have anotber x and 
4% tber you thiok I am & mad to tell him all I do? Then, my 
wghter, I have another way to tell you who muſt be your 


vos al 


Nl 
* A 


tif a man come to thee that is ſober, and civil behaved,there 
thopes of his proving a good man. Now. mother, I will 


lor fo much as the couditior. I vil tell you his condition; .. 


band, L have proved'it true 3 and Daw -is the belt tine o 
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the year to try it therefore obſerye what I ff good 
Take a'St, Thomas's onion, pare it, and lay it {man to 
à clean handkerehief under your pillow ; put onfpinthe 
clean (mock, and as you lie down lay * ar 
abroad, anc ſay thele words. 

Good St. Thomas, do me right, 
And bring me to my love this night; 
That I may view kim in the face. 
And in my arms may kind embrace. 
Then lying on thy back, with thy au abroa 
gs tofleep as ſoon as poſſible, and in your f 1 
| you ſhall dream of him whois to be your ban ei 
15 And he will come and offer to kiſs you; du e win 
| 47 him, but. catch him in thy arms, an 4 
old him for chat 3 is he. This I kave t 
+» has proved true. Yet I have anothe: ; 
for a maid to know her ſweetheart, whi- 1 fo 
_ lows, take a ſummer apple, of the bet | |, "flic 
pins cloſe into the apple, to the head; 4 0 Jing, wi 

fick them, take notice which.of them is the miiddlh*d'a m 
mot, and give it what name you fancy ; put it ν⁰ « 

-- to yaur left Hand glove, and lay it under thy pill roms 
on Saturday night, after thou getteſf into bed, the me. 
clap thy. hands together, and ſay theſe words. thou bli 


| If thou be he who muſt have me, Ne wor 

| * TO de thy wedded bride 3 i Ji $4. think \C 

Te Make no delay but come away, _ tanſt by 
This night to my bedſide. © ind if ſt 
And i in thy fleep thou ſhalt ſee him come in is win; 


11 and if he offer thee any abuſe, he will care ſhe 
Steat with another woman ; but if he puts his ha pore To 
ow 


| * mw be pos afraid, for it is a ſign he'Il pro 
| | a go 


7 * * 
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; 8 2 5% „ 
tl fa 1g00d haſſles; that STI way for 2 oung 
ay it N man to know bis ſweet heart, giving the middſemoſt 
Out on pin the name he fancies beſt, puttiſſg an apple in his 
ur anight-hand gloye, and laying | it under nis You, 
when he is in bed, ſaying | 

If thou be ſhe who.muſt have me, 

In wedlock for. to join; 

Make no delay but come aways” y, 
Unto this bed of mine.. 

And that night he may ſce her, as if he came in 
her ſhife aud petticopt, which is a fign ſhe will prove 
Lcivilt-woman ;'but if he comes with her ſhift only 
he will prove a ranter, and is hetter loſt than found. 
And now, caughter, the time paſſes away, and 
Imuſt begone; and ſo bid you farewell. Mather 
Bunch, 5 you many thanks fer your good coun- 
el, and intend to take your advice. | 
Vportta time, Mother Bunch, being at" a wed-' nor 
ling, where young men and mids were met, who Of 
dad a mind to have ſome diſcoutſe with her, one . 
you ng man ſaid, Mother Bunch, we know you are 
i Woman that has judgment in men things ; 1 pray 

A meemy fortune. T1 cannot teil fortunes, Hie 
thou blinketh too much with one exe, to be true TH, | 
be woman, Aye but mother ſys another what t: 
ink job of m2; thou mayelt marry a lady, if thou „ 
tanſt but lay a greit wager with her, three to one 
and if ſhe lays with thee, thou Wilt be very likely «Wh 
s win ; for thou haſt mettle in_thee';, bur have a 
etre the win not the odds, if ſhe does, thou art clean $1,208 
goge : ſo farewell. WE! 

Gow * Bunch took ber leave.; J ard going ee 
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4 I YEAR. Ss. | it * f . 
bdome, ſhe met a maid going to the wedding. How 
. do you dot mother? Thank you, daughter-; wki- 
We” ther art+you going? To the wedding 1 believe; 
dut bark you, mother, will you fit don a little, [ 
| hav 4omething to ſay to you: What is it daughter? 
When ſhall | be married ?. Would you fain be mar. 
"ried ? Yes mother, if I could get a good huſband, 
| Then, daughter, | will teil you the beſt I can, if you 
a will take my advice, lathe month ot January ar | 
« many dangerous days for thee to take notice of bit an 
. tdeſe are, the ñrſt, ſecond, third, fourth and fifth are not 
N there are many more; but if thou ne merryeſt chat t 
on theſe days, thy huſband wilt. cuckold thee, oA. A 
thou wilt make him one, or elſe you. will foon bak... had 
* arted by one means or other; but for all tkere be leſmen * 
do many bad days in this month, I can tell of ona}. ics; 
4% which is fucxy, and many young men aud came 
maids have a deal of heart's eaſe on that day, or fes pri 
day after, as]. ſhall let you underſtagd 3 it is the age 
2iſt. called St, Agnes's day. This, St. Agnes bas aff vet the 
n great favor fir young men and maids, and vill bring came 
* w. thefc, bed-ſides their ſweetheatts, if they follows 1 K 
my rules Upon his day you mult. beſure to kee beſt e 
. faſt, and neither eat not drilik all that day, nor night cation 
zeither let man, woman, or child kiſs thee on that 1 an 
dae z and thou muſt be ſure, when thou goeſt taferb, tha 
Led, to put on a clean ſhirt, and the beſt thou haſt , I y 
And clean cloaths on thy bead ; for St. Agnes loves w 
dss ſes all clean when ſhe cames ; when thou lieth where 
dan, lie as ſtrait as thou canſt, and lay thy hand yu g 
= under thy zeze and fx. 
Eh 8 . Nos 
5 8 ; iS. 
\ BE x | 


5 . "OR ; : 

* | —— And ſend to me hy own - PEI 3 
ter And ſhew me fuch a happy bliſs, rn 
* This night of him to have à kiſs. | 
And be ſure Hl aſleep as ſobn as you can, ad_ 


before you awake out of yaur firſt fleep,- you. ſhall 
him come before you, and ſhall perceive by his 
habit what tradeſman he is: and be ſure thou de- 
lare not thy dream unto any one in ten days, and 


rye y that time thou mayeſt ſee thy dream come to 
8 aſk. All this I have proved three times; for I 


ave had three huſbands, and they all proved tra- 
leſmen ; the firſt was a ſtra w joiner, the ſeconds 
ouſetrap maker. and the third k gentle craft; an 4 


i ande came to me with his aw! in his hand, and would | 
or 9 eds prick. me, ay, and did prick, dur did not hurt 
LI Tae ;avd ſo 1 waked out of my dream, and was 


ever the worſe ; z but'I'thought the time long till 
e came again, as all maids do that deſire to be mar- 
ed, I know ſome maids would have a huſband with 
beg condaions, and endowed with the beſt qua- 
fications ; nay, they would bave impoſſibilities 3 ; 
r 1 am afraid they will make Sor d che old 135 
b. that ſays,” - | | 
if bon will not when you may; „„ 
hen you would _ ſhall have hay. 
Therefore take my advice, if a young man eomes 
you of civil carriage, and you think you can love 
im, be not ſcornful to him, but give bim oivil en- 
rtainment, according to his behaviour; but be 
re to hold your le Fee till the authority 
ned when 255 m 2 open Per 3 254 . 
caſe, * 5 


'y 


And to young men, my ,advice, is they be wary 
cf wife as a huſhand': Wherefore all young men 


a ſcolding brow, and thin lips z for in ſack theie 


5 e 
in their choice fince there is as much danger 
take my ad ice; chuſe not one with a long noſe, 


is great danger, he who is ty'd to a ſcold, is ty'd 
to ſorrow; chuſe not one who is counted a ſlut, 


men and maids, wiſhing happy luck and fortune to $4 


. you ? 
( 3 =» . 1 
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— * 3% 
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ou hay 
has add; 


for if ſhe be alut, ſhe is idle alſo, and theſe. two * 

_ *companions will bring thee. to poverty ; nay beſides Ihe fte 

chis, the old ſaying is. A flut will poiſon the gut, If wit 

ond iſ you can't,cat with her, you won't ſteep with lt is not 

her, and yeu muſt have a bed fellow ſomewhere. If you 

But this is the beſt way of chuſing a wife: Take * 

one for love, not for riches, which fly away; but If e 

true love never yaries z. and where that is, the Wy... 

bleſſing of God is. If you deſire ta live a long lite, And \ 

be not overfond of riches, but chuſe a civil, hand- And yo 

_ ſomermaid, who is nothing given to pride; ſuch a Wit 

maid may make a fine wife: but ſhe that brings a IT he Ple 

- handfome ſortupe will be always throwing *it in Betty 

of. Your teeth, which often oceaſions great diſturbance, And he 
therefore let this ſuffice ſor thoſe who deſite to get Can 

good wives ; and take notice what L have already I gut Joa 

taid. and you may fare the better. And k 

And as for young, maids, this is my advice, if And BI. 

they will not try St, Agnes, let them be ſure to chuſe And. N 

a olever man, ho is able to de his werk; for if ſue I Tom Th 

be fein to ſgek another to do that work, it will] And! 

breed great diſſen tis. cauſe 

uus endeth Mother Buach's agyice toall. young Concl 


has added. two parry age: - 


1 


Tune af Cuddle my Cuddy. BY 
OUNG men aud batchelors. a, 


Take notice of what I ſay '; - 8 


The ſtrongeſt man may catch M "al, 


If with Venus he doth Play. YA". S 1 75 
It is nothing to-woo a maid, I: 


If you can pleaſe her withat; 
But yet he may ſoon be' e 


If ſhe chance but backwards to al. Pe 


Young Cupid's a pretty boy, = 
And Venus his mother loves ſport. | 


And young men delight to toy, Ki us 


ich pretty toys at coõfrtt. 


The Plougbman he loves Joan, 


Betty, Mary, ane lovely Nan 5 * 
And he with a merry tone, 
Can pleaſe them every one. 
But Joan loves Jervis the je a f.; 
And Betty with Martin can bl, 


6, Ne '* 11 B 
ou have not enough for your money, the cithor 
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And Mary loves George the gold- finder" 


And Nan loves George of the Mill. 


T om Tinker loves Kate and ker 3 


And Kate thinks bim her belt friend, 
Breauſe he iva man df mettle. 
ene my 2212 auth end. 
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Another, to. the fame Tune. 


Are , ye gentlemen all, 
A ſtory often proves true; 
ufer hunger and ln, 


Which makes them Jook pitiful Mad 
It was writ in an evening” bright, 
When Bacchus began to be muddy, 


And Luna began to give li * Fr 
| Poor. Tom ell into a n 1 
' - Which vexed bis brain ri "ah TY 


To ſee how extortion doth thiive,. . 


nftituti 
beets. till 
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grippa. 
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And conſcience is kick d out of door, U reve 
Such cruelty now is alive. | 7% 
And ſhe came down in her ſmock, . 
_ Whilſt Joan at tricket did Play, | 
Cuckold the cradle; may reck'; ax Take. 
For he that is bound muſt obey, . 1725 y your! 
His maſter, if he does comaand. our rig} 
And his miſtreſs, if ſhe bid go; 0 
For woman would, all have 4 fand, Hemp 
Hold, dear man, le you overthrow. 110. And h 
A woman when ſhe is unlaced, ie Come 
Mueb danger is got by tlie fall?! * 
For between the ſoot and the waiſt 35 Aud 2 
The cobles will work with his * we dls «> 8 
et t 
PEN N T3 
Ne for thole poor young eteatares that have 
pined themſelves to death, and neglected the - 
cure, Ne worſt of pretenders to phyſi might The 1 
n e Gn ans all thufe of whatFear, thi 
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beets, till hxteen: I Wil ſhew you 9 vou fn 
e the perſon that is to eaſe you of your Maiden- 
end collected from Triſmegiſtus and Cornelius 


rippa. 


ie outwards, and hang them on chairs before. the 
re, and Jay ſome ſalt in another chair, and ſpeak 
ot. 2 word. In 2, ort time. the likeneſs of 4 
du ate to marry will come and turn your ſmocks, 


a never marty, they will hlar a bell, but.not t che 


Another \ way, quickly tried.” « 


y yourſelf, carry the ſeed in your apron, and with 
our right hand throw it over' eum fajing 


Hemp ſeed I: ſow, hemp ſeed 'F ſom i 

And he that muſt be my true love, 
Come after me and mow. 
Aud at the ninth- time expect t to 0 the feen of 
im you are to wed, of elſe hear a bell as before. 
Yet tho you hear the diſmal bell, < | 
he =—_ fault if you lead is in Rell. 


N Another Way. 


* . 8 
„ . ' N 


ar, the firſt time vou ſee it hold your hands 11 
roſs, laying this three times. 


mftitutian ſoever, that have langui iſhed in ban 
all. 


On Mdfolmer Eve three or four of you mut 
p your ſhifts in fair water, then turn them wrong 


d drink to you; but if there be any of you who 


Take hemp ſeed, aud go into what place you 6 


The firſt change of the neëẽ moon in the new 4 
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in a ſhort time; if of the ſea or ſhips you'll travel 


, kene 
Ney moon, new moon, I pray the, 1 32 
Tell me this night whomy true love will be. tro 


Then go to bed without ſpzaking a word and you 


will certainly dream of the perfon you ſhall marry. . g 
4 ys | We ht 24 4 : 2 * $21 4 - | 
Another way, experienced often. upon 
Young men and. maids may take forme roſemary Kring gr: 

flowers, bay leaves, a little thime, ſweet marjoram, ſ;inithe! 

and ſouther wyod; make theſe into à powder, and earth. 


with barley flour make a cake, but do not bake it. er own 
Tay this under your bead any Friday night; and on the 


if you dream of muſic, you'll wed thoſe you deſite head w 
muſt f. 
reſolve 
d to v 
air teſti 
ce her | 


5 ; if of a church you muſt be contented to die 
EN ²˙ -m 
. ͤ NERO NCICIGTTS 


Now Mother Buuch's ſtore's exhaust. 
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She fits her down to ſpin;  _ je op 
There ſtudies how ſhe fooh may make, 855 +1 
Her Second Putt begin, | © J. ang. 


Which is now finiſhed and fold, + 
Where you have had the Firſt: ' 
"2 Pwill make you wiſe, alſo to laugh,, 


and thei 
dn of t! 


Until your ſides do burſt. Rais ese 
e, eee | 3 ccordin 
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NE Michaelmas- day o'd Mother Bunch fitting 
Ap upon the bank of a river, joining to a neigh- 
emary ring grove, ſhe beheld the late flouriſhing bran- 
Joram, W:inftheir decay, whoſe leaves were falling. to 
„  andWe#rth./ From this ſhe began to cenſider feriduſly 
ike it. Wer own mortal ity - and ſmœe old time had hu 
z ß on the winter, of her age, which had covered 
deſireſ head with grey locks, ſhe might expect ere long 
travel@muſt fall like the leaves to the earth; therefore 
to dieſꝶ reſolved, in regard the had always been a kind 
Ind to young men Ind maids, that ſhe would leave 
air teſtimony of her love before ſhe left the world: 
ce her painſul ſtudy, and ſtrict obſervation, had 
de a large improvement in her ſtock of know 
ige, ſhe would not have it buried in the grave with 
r, but leave it to poſterity, for the benefit of youn - 
den and maids, whereby tbey may learn to under- 
and their good and bad fortunes, and by the direc- 
en of this book, be furniſhed with many | ſecret | 
ities, never pnbliſhed-to the world. 
ccording the next day ſhe wrote letters or invitaon 
the young men and maids to repair to her houſe: 
St. Luke's day; the maids ſhe appointed to 
me in the morning to be firſt inſtructed, for theſe 
PN!oo reaſons, as ſhe herſelf was woman, ſhe would 
ech the young women firſt,” leſt: the batchelors 
Pould be too ſever on them! the ſecond was, 
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it being Hern-Fair day, many of tiſe batchelo 
would he employed in the morning, in handing 
old citizens young wives to the fair, and in the af 

_ _ ternooni they might be'at liberty. This was thi 

determination of old mother Bunch. 


* \__ WW; W 


The Second Part of 


>. N [ow againft the day appointed, mother Bunc 
. deck'd her houſe, and getting up very earl 
that morning ſhe placed herſelf in the eloſet where 
her treaſure lay. Now the fifſt that entered the 
rom was Margery Loveman, a malſter's maid wh 
With a low -curtſey ſaid. Good morrow, mothe 
Bunch, I am come to partake of your bounty; fo 
I hear you have a ſecond time opened your Golde 
| Cloſet of Curioſities, — Yes, daughter, ſaid ſhe, ſc 
I have, and though ſhalt partake of it.— Here are 
infalliable rules 'and directions, in all manner of 
love intrigues; that you may know what ſort of man 
you'll marry, and Whether he will prove loving o 
nt. Dear mother, theſe are the things I woule 
know for, believe me, out of all my fweetheart, 
d willingly chuſe the beſt; tis true, I have r50l 
the noiſe of which has brought many fweerhearts, 
andt'd willingly kro'y which comes for pure love, 
nnd which for the lucre of the money. - 1 2x 
ae f | S034 Lo Ale 
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faid ſhe, here js an experiment, if you will try it, 


will make a full diſcovery of the reality of their 
love. Let a report be ſpread, that you are robbed, 
of all you have in the world; if, after this, there is 
any one continues his love as before, you may be 
furs he is faithful. But be (ure keep this counſel 
to your ſelf, that the myvſtery may not be diſcovered, 
Fit take care of that, dear mother, qucth Margery, 
and 1 heartily thank you for this Kind advice; ſo 
good morrow, for-I wuſt needs go. | 
. Gogd morrow, daughter, ſhe reply'd, 
_ Young men are falſe, and muſt be try'd. _ 
She was no ſooner gone, but in game Mrs, 
Suſan, a young Sempſtreſs from Salifbucy, who en- 
tered wringing of her hagds.” How, now, quoth 
ſhe, What's the matter daughter, you take on at 
this rate? Alas] mother et Co Suſan, my, 
my, my—. What's the matter? 
more than I am able to bear; for mother, dear 
Frank the fiddler, and I have fallen out, and he 
ſwears he will not have'me. = Come daughter, 
quoth ſhe, be good cheer, I'll put you in a way to 
te whether he is angry or no. She that's afraid 
of the grafs, muſt never piſs ina meadow. One 
fwallow never makes a ſummer, nor one woud- 
cock a winter. Let your angry lover alone and 
he will come to himſelf again; for know fond love 
is a puny darling, and wants humering:; thereforg 
let him alone, in tine he'll forget his anger, and 
return te thee again, if he hay any principle of 
good nature ar loyal love in him, and if not, you 
had better be without him, than for your life time 
to be tj d to a ſour apple tree. Romember the old 
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proverb, << Set thy ſtool in the Sun, and if a knav 


goes an honeſt man may come, I hope you have 
not played the wanton with him. 
but he would fain have play'd a leſſon on my lute 
the other market - day, but I had more 


No, mother, 


ce than 
let him. Say'ſt thou fo, daughter? why then Vl! 


tell thee, he cid it to try thee, and fince he finds 


that you'withſtood;him, he will never leave you. 

Well, dear mother, ſheſaid, your words are com- 

fortab e to me, and when I find the good effects, 
to you an account; and now mother, 

farewell „n ah „ e 7 

Right happy, daughter, may you be, 

Inn guarding your virginity. 

The next which entered the room was Margaret, 

the, miller's maid. who after making a lo curteſy 


And giving Mother Bunch the time of the day, de - 


fired to know ſor what r̃eaſon ſhe ſent her a letter, 
Why quouth the old woman, that I might reveal 
to you ſome ſecrets, that are both relative and con- 
ducive to love, which I have never yet diſcovered 
to the world... But. Mo her, ſaid Muigarety I am 
a meer ſtranger to dove, for | never knew whet 
it męant. Ihat may; be, quoth ſhe, yet you know 
not how ſoon you may receive the arrows of Cu- 


he.” pid, 30d than Je i be glad of my advice; for 1 


now the beſt of you deres to lie with a man; and 
and I'll appeal to you; if you would not be glad 
of a huſband, Mother, quoth Margaret, you cbine 
too Cloſe to the matter, and if I may ſpeak my 


mind, lid willingly-ewbrace ſuck a one; Ld will- 
ingly <rgbrater- ſuch. a one; for altho' houſe-keep. 
ing is chargible, yet martiage is honorable. Thou 
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you cbine 


peak my} 


Þd will- 
uſe keep. 


2e. Thou 


| PA. OY, | 
ſayeſt well daugbter, guoth mother Bunch: ard if thou 
haſt 8 mind to ſee the man, follow my directions, and 
you, ſhall not fail. Let me fee, this is St. Luke's day, 
which I have found by long experience to be fitter for 
this-purpoſe than; St. Agnes's, and the ingredients more 
excellent. Take Mary gold flowers, a ſprig of Majarom, 
Thyme, and a little Wormwood; dry *tem before a fire, 
rub. them to pewder, then ſift it tho” a fine piece of lawn; 
fimmer theſe, with a ſmall quantity of virgio honey, in 
whine vinegar, over a flow fice :,with this anoint your 
ſlomach, breaſt, and lips, when lying down and repeat 
theſe words thrice. . 5 75 * 755 

St. Luke, St. Luke, be kind to me, 

In dreams let me my true love ſee. 4 
This ſaid, ba ſten to ſleep, and in the ſoft lumber of 
your night's repcfe, the veiy man whom vou all marry 
will appear before you, walking to and, fro, near yo 
bed-fide, very plain and viſible to be ſeen, . You ſh 
perfectly behold his viſage, ſtatute, and deportment-z 
and if he be one that will prove a loving huſband, he 
be oue who will prove a loving huſband, he will ap- 
proach you with a ſmile ; which if he does, do not; ſeem 
to be over-fond or previſh, but receive the ſame with a 
mild and modeſt bluſh. But if he be one, Who after 
marris ge will forſake thy bed to wander after ſtrange 
women, he will offer to be rude and ugcivil with thee. . 
Tueſe. are rarities I. have never befcre detulged, and 
will prove of advartage, I muſt thank-you. for all, yeur 
love quoth Margarct, and io farewell, good Mother 
Bunch. — Good. bye, dear daughter, ſhe immediately 

replyedꝰ | | 79711 
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Let joy and pleaſure crown your days, 
And a kind man your Fortune raiſ mme. 
Next e me Kate the clothworkers daughter, Doll th YI 
dairymaid, Joan, Bridget, and Nancy „&c. in all * 7 


forty together, who almoſt filled the room each of them 
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crying, dear mother Bunch remember me, O mother 
remember me, &c. that they made the old woman des 
with their great noiſe. My dear dadgeters, quoth tie 
old woman, fit you down and be quiet, and ou ſhall all 
partake of my benediction. Now daughters, I'll fit in 


the widſt of you, and read you'aleQure 3; meaning to 4 


N give you a large aceount of ſome extraordinary currio. 
ities here in my eloſet newly broken open; declaring 
it as my opinjan, that the things which are profitable for 
one maid are fo for another. | 
Firſt, If any one here defires to know the name © 
the an whom ſhe ſhall marry, let her who de res this 
ſeek a green peaſcod, in which there are full nine peas; 
which dove, either write or cauſe” to be written, on 
all flip of pape, theſe words. | 
Come in my dear, and do not fear, 


. Which writing you muſt encloſe wichin the aforeſaid 


2 and lay it under the door, then mind the 
xt-perion who comes in, for you'll certainly marry 
one of the ſame name. 

©. Secoudly, She who defires to be ſatisſied, Whether the 
ſhall enjoy the man defired or no; Let her take two le- 


mon peels in the morning, and wear tbem all day under 


her arm pits 3 then at night let her rub the four poſts © 


the bed with then: which done, ig your fleep' he will 


teem to come and preſent you with a couple of le mon 


but if nat there is 80 hope. 


© Thirdly, She who defiresto know to what manner off 
fortuue ſhe ſhall be married, if a gentleman, à traJe!.W 
The experiment is this; a wa- 
nut, « hazlenut. and a purmey, grate them, and mix 


man, or a traveller, 


them; and mix them up with buiter and ſugar into pills, 
which muſt be taken at lying down, and thea if her for- 
tune to marry a 
. 1 


— 


entleman, her ſleep will be filled wick 
f a tredeſmau odd noiſes and tumults, 


- ifs cher, den will thauder and lighuing diſturb her. 
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Foutthly, St. Agnes's day I hav» not yet wholly 
red” out of my book, bat I have found a more exact 


of trial than before You need not abſain, from 
les, nor be foreed to keep faſt, for a glance of lo: 


rin the night. If you can bat riſe to be at the church 
pf between the bours of twelve and one in the mora- 


x; and put, the fore finger of your right band into the 


hole, and then repeat the following words thrice, 
O ſweet St. Agnes now drawmeat, | 

Ard with my true Jove ftrait appear, 
Then will he preſently approch wich a {milling coun- - 
nce. o 838 4 
Fif:hly, My davghters, know ve the 14h of Februa- 
is Valentine's day, at which time the touls of the air 
gin to couple; and the young men and maids are for 
uſing their mates Now that you may, ſpeed take 
js approyed directien: Teke-five Bay leaves, ley one 
der everv.cornet of your pillau, and fifth in the middle 

b lying down to «it, repeat theſe lines ſeven times. 

Sweet Guarditn Angels let me have, | 

What I moſt earneliiy do cravg, 

A Valentine endowed with love, 

That will boch kind and conſtant prove. | 
Then to your content you'll e ther have the Valea - 
xe you defire or one more exeellent- 
Sixrhly, Tl. old experiment of the Midſummer 
nock found out in a muck better method than before, 
my ſublime and painful ody in phylſuphy.,—. And. 
ww my daughters {aid fhe, it ie thus: Let ſaven of you 
dogerber on Midſummer Eve, juſt at fun ſet, inro a 
ſent grove, and gather every one of you s {prip of 


dle ; each one having a elean fmock; tarned Wronp- 
wards, banging on a Eve acroſs the, tom; and let. 
rery one lay their ſprig of red ſage in @ clean baſon of 
lewater, let on the Rect; which done, place Hurſelf 


d ſage, and return into a private room, with doll im 
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ves on a row, and continue till twelve or one, ſayi 
nothing, be it what you will you ſee ; for after midni 
each one's ſweetheart or huſband that ſhall be, will ta 
each maids ſprig ont of the roſe water, and ſprinkle h 
loves ſhift; and thoſe who are to be unfortunate, as nt 
ver to be ſo happy as to be married, their ſprigs wi 
not be moved, but in lieu of that, ſobs and &ghs will } 
$ 4 heard, This bas been often tryed, and never failed 
* +3: © Ro efes;: 72 2 | 1 
F Theſo things I have found out of late, 
Tco make young lovers fortunate,” | - 
And pow my dear daughters, I have but a word 
two more to ſay at the preſent, & that by way of cautiot 
| In the twelve months I find about thirty one. daf 
unlucky ; ſo as you tender your own. bappineſs, tal 
. _ eare ycu marry not on thoſe daye and for your bett; 
inſtraction, Will ſet down thoſe days for you. 
In Janvary are four the 7. 14,77, dd 18th. — Is Fe 
do, 5, and 1oth.—In March three, the g, 19, and 301 
In April two, the 6, and 7th. May two, the 4, & 
In june three, the 7, 9, vnd 10th —Iu july two, the 
and 7th.—In Augoſt two, the 11, avd 161K. — In Sep 
three, the 2. 3, and 4th —In October three, the 4, 1 
and 15th. In November two, 15,%a9d»24th. — and! 
8 December three, the 6, 3, ard ch. 
1 Obſerve my Rules of all cheſe Days, 
EE 48 -| And then you will your Fortunes raiſe, 
| 1 Ibis faid, old Mother Zunch gave them a cup of h; 
Cordial Water, arid ſo difmits'd them, the young dea 
ſels returniug her hearty thanks for her mothe1ly advic 
| After Mother Bunch dined, the youngmen cam 
| as Tom the Meiler, Ralph the Thatcher, aud Robin; 
4 Plowman, with a great many other trades avd. calling 
| « whow Mother Bunch invited to fit dewn, chat ſo ft Ho 
5 might the betrer deliver her falytary cgupſel to them, 
| And firſt fhs begins with Toh the Millet, ſaymg. Al 
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dom, thou art a fad fellow, werd's net a maid coming 


ts cM the mill; but you will be bobbing'upon their aprons, 
* c jut take my word for it, if you don't leave off, you'll be 
Been fined, What woman will have ſuch a one t cater- 


zuling ſtill. You know what I meap, Tom. Yes, 


2335 *>1 Wes, Mother, but ſure you don't take me for ſuch a dne. 
n“ es, Tom, I do, and am ſeldom miſtaken; tis you 
Sus wi Wiillers that fill the country with cracked maidenbeads, 


er failed 


RN 4 {ch as you. 
a wora 1 Tben turning to Ralph the thacher; ſh ſaid, I iind 
y of N du are deſirous of a wife, and your ambition is ſuck 


Y OY on e content with bone Joan, to whom you have promiſed 
your ben arriage, but muſt change her fer a bnikin madam: 


t I can teFl you ſhe wont ſta nd picking of fra with 
oy Ip Fe on,; her fair face will find many friends in a corner; 
3 bad 36 d-fo you may chance te be a cuckeld, and indeed hnt 

25 # 4 In ſervcd in your kind; And therefore I pray raturn 


Teo, the of your old lover, for ſhe is an honeſt girl, and there- | 
; re L pray you to return to old lover, for ſhe is an honeſt 


—In Sep 


ze muſt be rich, young and beautiful. So you cannot 


hat the honeſt buſbard man alewady finds the ground 
led up. Bat farewell, I will have nothing to do with 


* 


s tl, and therefore far more fit for you than fuch a buts 
b. VE ü as you have lately followed. 8 
Then ſhe ſtretched forth her hand to Robin the Plow- 
an, ſayivg, Thou art an honeſt man, and good luck 
ll attend thee ; I dont mean bags ef gold nor heaps 
: 5 of ! i We fil ver, but thou ſhalt have an induſtrous wife, one who - 
hn d. % be willing to labour, a true and faithful yoke- mate, 
Ae 85 no will be a chearful partner in thy weal of woe, to ſup- 


rt thee under thy trobles, as the poet has it. 


. ron » The Burden may borne by twe, with care - 

3nd calling Which is, perhaps, too mueh for one to bear. 1 
that ſo f. Honeſt Robin, this is thy fortune, and as chos art a 

ee them, {ovaright man, Tim glad io find it fo, | 
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pas Mother Bunch went Ia the cord, 
And told them what would be their doom, 
If they her daughters did betray, © 
And fiesl their maidenbeads away, 

Each ſhould bz peaiſhed with a bride, 

By. whom they ſhould be hornificd, 


Bat if they were rigbt bone li wen, 
Idey ſhould. hae happy forcunes then, 


This ſaid, we did ber Hefbogs give, 


In love and ba ppiacſs to live; 


Which when they did the Tamereceive, 
Ot Mother Punch they took their leave, 


Declaring ſhe had told th im more, - 
r 80 By underitove beſore. 


"MOTHER BUNCH's DEATH. 
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vet all her Art 1 -ngth SO not her fave; 
From Deatiä, dire ficoke, & mouldering da the grave. 
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